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undertaken without first consulting the stars through
the priests. Before setting out on a journey, o
building a house, the priest is referred to, and the
most propitious time is selected; and the stars are even
consulted as to the lines of the foundations and the
position of the doors. Sick people and childless wives
resort to the priest for amulets inscribed with sacred
formulas, and pay high sums for them.

The Mandseans in no sense worship the heavenly
bodies; though they fear the five stars that Euha bare
at the last birth, and ascribe powerful influences to the
planets, who are believed to cause wars, inspire men
with discoveries, and make the thunder and lightning.
In spite of their veneration for the science, the Man-
dgeans know nothing of astronomy, and hold the most
superstitious and ignorant notions about the phenomena
of the sky. A halo round the sun or moon is believed
to be a ring of stars summoned in council to arrange
administrative details. Shooting stars are messengers
from the moon to the planets. Eclipses are the result
of the seizure of the sun or moon by the guardian
angels who are appointed to watch their proceedings.
If'either* of these luminaries conceives a malicious
'design against the world, its guardian immediately
squeezes it until it abandons its wicked intention :
and this squeezing produces the eclipse.

A bishop has the special duty of superintending the
MassaTchta, which is a sort of mass, generally said for
the souls of the dead, but which anyone may say for
his own soul before death, and thus escape many

penalties in the other worlds.   It involves seven days'
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